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cleverly worked upon the national dread of Austria,
and tried to play the part of a British political Resi-
dent at the court of an Indian prince. Bii,t both
Prince and people grew restive under this alien bond-
age. The native officers became impatient of Russian
control in the army; the sovereign chafed under the
impertinences of his Russian ministers. The Prince
restored the Constitution in 1883, his Russian advisers
resigned, and the Liberals, under Zankoff, ruled in
their stead. The discovery of a plot to kidnap the
Prince widened the breach with Russia. In the dead
of night, Generals Sobolefif and Kaulbars arrived at
the Palace and demanded an audience of the sove-
reign. The sentry refused admittance ; and, when they
attempted to force it, drew his sword and threatened to
cut them down. A search revealed the presence of a
carriage at the gates, in which the Prince was to have
been privily conveyed to the Danube. Proclamations,
announcing Alexander's expulsion and the formation
of a provisional government under the two leading
conspirators, proved conclusively the complicity of
Russia. For the moment, however, the plot had
failed.

Meanwhile, in Eastern Roumelia, the bitter disap-
pointment caused by the separation of the two Bul-
garias in the Treaty of Berlin, had increased. The
Bulgarian, Aleko Pasha, who had been appointed first
Governor-General after the departure of the Russians
in 1879, had looked with some favour upon the
national aspirations of the people, and so far incurred
the hostility of the Russian part}', that he \vas super-
seded by Gavril Pasha, a Slav, in 1884. Early in the